
History of The Woodbridge Tasmania



The Early History of Woodbridge
Thomas Roadknight arrived in Van Dieman’s Land 
in 1820. He became Chief District Constable of 
Elizabeth Town, as New Norfolk was then called. 
Elizabeth Town was once promoted as a  contender 
for the administrative centre of the young colony, 
but, when the first Legislative Council met at Old 
Government House in Hobart in 1825, the idea 
faded away.
[The history of Roadknight’s brother, William, written by 
William’s great-great grandson, is in the Lewis Reading 
Room, along with several other histories which include 
information on Woodbridge, and New Norfolk.]
Thomas Roadknight received a land grant and was 
supplied with convict labour, and in 1825 he built 
Woodbridge as a gentleman’s residence, for the 
then princely sum of One Thousand Pounds. The 
Roadknights had numerous interests in the valley, 
including the property Ivanhoe, and the bakery in 
Bothwell. Thomas Roadknight was later jailed for 
shooting a servant and sent to Sarah Island. 
In 1827 Woodbridge was offered for sale.
Woodbridge was purchased by George Lindley who 
established it as a school for young gentlemen and 
named it the ‘Richmond Hill Academy’.
The following notice appeared in the ‘Colonial 
Times’ of 30 December, 1830.



The school closed its doors on 
4 October, 1832 when Lindley 
moved to a “more central location” 
at Oatlands. On 19 April, 1833, 
Woodbridge was again offered for 
sale in the ‘Hobart Town Courier’.
… THAT substantial genteel 
residence lately occupied by 
Mr Lindley, as a boarding school, 
on Richmond Hill, New Norfolk.
The house is recently built, and in 
its architecture considerable skill 
and taste are displayed, its site is on 
one of the most romantic spots in 

the township, and for picturesque 
scenery cannot be surpassed.
The grounds which are extensive 
are laid out with equal regard to 
ornament and utility.
The house and premises are so 
conveniently arranged as to render 
them an admirable residence for a 
family of the first respectability…

Richmond Hill Academy

MR LINDLEY respectfully announces that his 
establishment will be opened on Tuesday, the 1st 

February, 1831, for the reception of a limited number 
of YOUNG GENTLEMEN, who will be carefully 

instructed in the usual branches of Education.

TERMS – Including every charge for Board and 
education:

Boarders £35. 0. 0 per annum 
Day Scholars 18. 0. 0 ditto

The most satisfactory reference will be given.

New Norfolk, Dec. 20. 1830



William Stanley Sharland purchased 
the property as a family home in 
1834 for £750
The purchase settled about the time of his 
marriage to Miss Sarah Schaw, from Bothwell, in 
January 1835 in New Norfolk.
Sharland, a surveyor, played a significant part in 
Tasmania’s development as a surveyor of main 
routes, as town planner for Launceston and for 
Hobart Town, as an explorer, as an experimental 
agriculturalist and as a pastoralist. He was 
elected MLC for the County of Cumberland and 
later represented New Norfolk in the House of 
Assembly.
Sharland’s favourite sport was ‘the hunt’ and his 
hounds were kennelled at Woodbridge, and he 
was an avid ‘bushwalker’.
He and Sarah had 9, 11 or 14 children, 
depending on what account one reads. Their 
descendants advise that they had four sons and 
seven daughters.
Sarah died in 1859, and Sharland married Miss 
Margaret Fyfe, but had no more children. With 
Sharland’s death in 1877 the property passed 
to the eldest son William Cockburn Sharland, 
who lived there with his wife Clara Suttor, five 
daughters and one son.
At the turn of the century the Sharlands sold 
Woodbridge, and it became variously a private 
residence, a guest house, derelict, a set of seven 
flats and derelict again.



The Naming of the Suites
The Three Bridges Suite overlooks the site of the 
three bridges built one beside the other. The 
remains of these three bridges can be seen from 
the river foreshore at the end of Bridge Street. The 
first in sandstone and wood was built by convicts 
and was the first bridge over the Derwent River. 
It is from this wooden bridge that the 1825-built 
Woodbridge was named. The first two bridges, 
with Woodbridge in the background, are shown in 
the photograph of the tollhouse on the opposite 
side of the river. The tollhouse remains intact and 
offers a stunning aspect of Woodbridge.

The Capt. Roadknight, Lindley and Sharland 
Suites were named after the respective owners of 
Woodbridge.
The Sarah Schaw Suite, formerly the nursery, 
acknowledges the outstanding (and numerous!) 
contributions of this woman to the story of 
Woodbridge!
The Academy Suite celebrates Woodbridge’s time 
as an educational establishment.
The Cottage Suite encompassed the coachman’s 
cottage.

The Arches Suite is named after its unusual and 
distinctive architectural feature.
The Alloway Banks Suite commemorates the 
beautiful Dutch barn, which was sited behind 
the main building. It was converted into a lovely 
house and named Alloway Banks by its owners, 
a local doctor. It was 
demolished to build 
the roundabout when 
the new bridge was 
constructed in 1971.

Woodbridge with the second and third bridges, from across the river



Stages of Building
The present building that is Woodbridge appears 
to have been constructed in three, four or 
possibly five stages.
Georgian architecture is typically symmetrical. 
The first stage in 1825 would certainly have 
included the main three-level octagonal tower, 
and the two storey wings on either side. Thus the 
upper level Sarah Schaw Suite, the second level 
Lewis Reading Room and the Capt. Roadknight 
and Sharland Suites, and the lower level Arches 
Suite and the bedroom of the Alloway Banks 
Suite, would have comprised the first stage, the 
gentleman’s residence of Thomas Roadknight.
The eastern extension, the Three Bridges Suite, 
may have also been started at this time, or soon 
after to help accommodate the growing Sharland 
family. The convict lockup is under this section.
The octagonal bedroom of the Three Bridges 
Suite was certainly not built at the same time as 
the rest of this section however, as architectural 
features clearly define two separate  
building events.

Photographs from the time suggest that the 
Academy Suite on the second level and the 
remainder of the Alloway Banks Suite were 
added by the mid 1830s, enlarging the western 
end of the main building and altering the original 
Georgian symmetry.
The corridor spine of the building was extended 
creating the anteroom outside the Sharland Suite, 
and the Ballroom and its adjoining rooms would 
probably have been added at the same time. 
This may have coincided with Woodbridge being 
used as an academy for young gentlemen.
It is likely that the coachman’s cottage (the 
Cottage Suite) and the outbuildings which 
became known as Alloway Banks, were also built 
at this time.

C19 Wallpaper
During the restoration of Woodbridge, we found 
one room, The Lindley Suite, where the walls were 
covered with layer upon layer of wallpaper. 
The bottom layer was still attached to the original 
plaster on walls made from hand-made bricks. It 
was clearly hand-made wallpaper, drawn in ink  
and tinted with watercolour.
A selection of wallpapers has been framed and 
hung next to the main entrance door of The Foyer.



The Building Techniques
The building is constructed of handmade 
low-fired terracotta bricks with tuck-pointing 
of joints. The tuck-pointing seems to indicate 
that the building was originally red brick with 
sandstone lintels and sills, but it would appear 
that the decision was made early on to render 
the whole building with a simple lime-based 
render. This render was attached to the 
brickwork with wooden pegs, and a section  
of plasterwork which fell off during renovations 
clearly shows this process and can be seen in 
the gallery outside the Three Bridges Suite.  
The render was decorated with a joint  
pattern to suggest stone blockwork. There is  
evidence that a portico was attached to the 
main ‘rear’ door.
The floors were supported by large internal 
hand-sawn beams of local timber, which 
unfortunately we have had to cover with 
fire-check cladding to fulfill government 
regulations.
Some of the internal walls were constructed 
from lath and plaster and a section in the 
gallery near the Three Bridges Suite has been 
left open for viewing.
In the attic above the Sarah Schaw Suite a room 
is lined with the lath remains of the plastered 
room, which probably housed the nanny.
The windows and six panel doors would have 
been brought by ship from England, as the 
level of technology in the colony was very basic 
at that time. All of the nails used in the original 
construction were handmade. 
 

Nails and lead pipe used in the building  
of Woodbridge have been made into 
artworks, which can be found hanging 
throughout the building.



The Amazing Colonial  
Engineering and Drainage
Woodbridge was a large and complex building 
for the time, being three stories and built on a 
difficult, steeply sloping, site. The foundations 
were excavated to bedrock, and this can be seen 
in the downstairs passage. When the area behind 
the Ballroom was benched for the carpark, we 
discovered a complete layer of broken stone, 
which seemed to be the quarried rock from the 
excavation of the downstairs rooms. The remains 
of a number of curved convict brick walls were 
also uncovered in front of the Three Bridges Suite. 
These may have been from earlier buildings or 
part of the landscaping of the original building.
The Ballroom and Breakfast Room were built 
on a perimeter of sandstone blocks and, apart 
from some dry-rot of timber bearers which were 
repaired, they are in excellent condition. Much 
of this is due to the complex drainage system, 
which channeled water away from the walls of 
the house to prevent rising damp. These drains 
flowed under the house and though to the river. 
The main drain exists through a rather pretty arch 
under the sunroom between the Breakfast Room 

and the Cottage Suite while 
another drains through the 
Convict Lockup under the Three 
Bridges Suite.
The Arches Suite has four brick 
arches as its most significant 
feature. Whilst a number of 
usages have been suggested 
for these, the most probable is 
that this area was the wine cellar. 

In the course of the renovation, we rediscovered 
most of the original doorways and openings. This 
is exemplified by the arches found in the Lindley 
Suite bathroom entrance, the Cottage Suite 
doorway, and the doorways which enabled the re-
establishment of the downstairs passageway and 
the ensuites of the Sharland and Capt. Roadknight 
Suites. In all cases the lintels or original brickwork 
were found which verified the location and form 
of the original openings. The original symmetrical 
Georgian window with sandstone lintel was found 
bricked up to the west of the entrance door, and 
reopened. 



The Floors
Most of the original floors are pit sawn by hand, 
blackwood planks fastened with convict nails. 
Wherever possible original planks were used 
to repair any damaged floor areas. The original 
builders had no spirit levels or accurate devices 
to set out building and consequently many floors 
are only ‘reasonably’ level. Several doors have to 
accommodate these slopes.
One floor area was made from Huon pine planks 
over 500mm wide and 2.5 metres long. This floor 
was going to be covered with tiles for one of the 
ensuites but, as the supporting bearers under 
this floor had significant dry-rot and had to be 
repaired, these slabs were taken up and recycled 
as the bathroom vanity tops.

The Doors and Doorways
Most of the original 6 panel cedar doors were 
still in use or found in sheds or covered over and 
‘recycled’ as something else. 
The original doorways are very low. Some of the 
original doorways had been closed up but logic 
dictated where they should have been situated 
and these were found and reinstated. The lower 
hallway was similarly found by finding the line of 
doorways and the hallway was reinstated.

The Windows
Most of the original windows remain, many with 
original ‘float’ glass panels. 
The original external sandstone lintels have 
been exposed at the main entrance and their 
outlines can be seen above most windows.
The ballroom shutters are original and made of 
English oak. Repairs had been made with Huon 
pine, which was discovered when they were 
‘dipped’ to remove multiple layers of paint.

The Main Entrance
The window of the Lindley Suite was originally 
an arched, double-door entrance. The arch can 
be seen from the outside.

The Staircases
Only one of the three 
original staircases survives. 
The staircase to the nursery 
is constructed of pit-sawn 
King Billy pine.
The upper step is signed, 
presumably by a literate 
convict labourer named 
Lewis. The Lewis Reading Room recognises the 
huge contributions made to Tasmania’s history 
by the convicts, not the least of which was the 
building of this magnificent house.
The second staircase has been reconstructed in 
its original position, which was clearly evidenced 
by its outline etched in the stonework. The 
position of this staircase suggests it was a service 
staircase.
The main staircase from the entrance appears to 
have been on the western side of the octagonal 
entrance room, from the area which is now the 
ensuite of the Lindley Suite and entering the 
first floor level at the widened section of the first 
floor hallways, through the area which is now the 
ensuite of the Sharland Suite.



The Hallways
Massive retaining walls and an 
original arch are features of 
the downstairs passageway. 
Unfortunately fire regulations 
dictated that the massive beams 
be covered with Firecheck. 
Original doors in the hallway are 
all cedar, and the hallway panels 
are made from oak. 

The Fireplaces
Woodbridge has thirteen functioning fireplaces. 
All the fireplaces had to be rebuilt to some 
degree. Some feature original Huon pine ‘slab’ 
mantelpieces, and other original mantelpieces 
have also been ‘found’ and restored. Original 
hearth tiles in the Ballroom were badly damaged 
but have been retained to show their ornate 
patterns. The sandstone hearth in the breakfast 
room is original. 

The beautiful fire screens 
are not original, but were 
hand-made by local 
craftsmen, with a casting 
from an original heraldic 
device.

The Ballroom
The Ballroom boasts a deep ceiling cornice. 
In the 1950’s this area was divided into two rooms 
plus hallway. Thankfully the deep cornicing 
remained intact and provided the clue to the 
existence of the ballroom. The ballroom also 
boasts original shutters, mantelpiece and tiles on 
the hearth. The adjacent Breakfast Room boasts 
an original stone hearth.

The Convict Lockup
The convict lockup under the Three Bridges 
Suite is complete with small barred window and 
convict brick floor. An open drain, which flowed 
through this lockup, may have provided a urinal 
for the convicts. Certainly this would have been a 
very damp, unpleasant ‘home’.



 

The Three Bridges Suite
This suite is named after the remains of the three 
bridges at the end of Bridge Street, and is part of 
the pre-1930s extension. There are two fireplaces 
in this suite, one in the dining area and one in the 
bedroom, one with its original fire surround.

The Capt. Roadknight Suite
This suite is part of the original building and is 
named after the man who built it. There is an 
original cupboard with door and wooden hooks 
in this suite. The fire surround on the fireplace is 
Georgian.

The Sharland Suite
Part of the original building, this suite is named 
after the family that made Woodbridge its home 
for generations. 
The main staircase from the entrance appears to 
have run from the ensuite of the Lindley Suite, 
through the ensuite of the Sharland Suite, and 
entering the first floor level at the widened 
section of the first floor hallways outside the 
Sharland Suite.
The fireplace in this suite has its original mantel 
intact. The mantel is painted but we have 
confirmed it is made of Huon pine. 

The Lewis Reading Room
Named after the ‘Lewis’ inscribed in copybook 
script on the adjacent staircase, The Lewis 
Reading Room celebrates this literate convict. 
Unfortunately we had to cover the massive beams 
in this room with Firecheck. The one fireplace had 
to be totally rebuilt and it took hours of scrubbing 
with orange to remove the grime of years to 
reveal the flagstone hearth. 



The Sarah Schaw Suite
We believe this was the children’s room and it 
was fitting that it was named after the woman who 
had so many children. In the roof space above 
the Sarah Schaw Suite is a ‘room’. We believe this 
was the nanny’s room, where she would have 
been on 24-hour call for the children. The room 
is lined with the original lath but the plaster has 
long since crumbled. The suite has one fireplace 
that had been bricked over, and which we 
rediscovered.

The Cottage Suite
This suite is based on the old stone and brick 
coachman’s cottage, with wonderful lath 
and plaster sloped ceiling, which has been 
incorporated into the main building. We found 
the small arched doorway, and reinstated it. The 
mantel of the fireplace is original Georgian.

The Academy Suite
This suite was an addition to the original building. 
This extension would appear to have been made 
shortly after the original building was completed 
when the building was ‘The Richmond Hill 
Academy’.
Its floor was raised slightly above that of the 
adjacent Sharland Suite just as the lower level 
similarly stepped up from the bedroom to the 
living room of the Alloway Banks Suite. The step 
into the suite is a piece of Huon pine, which is 
gloriously worn smooth. The floor at the far end 
of this suite had been badly water damaged as 
the bathroom/laundry area of an apartment, and 
had to be removed, so we stepped it up one step 
further to create a bed platform. 

The Arches Suite
The arches, after which this suite is names, 
are probably both storage for wine and an 
architectural strengthening device. The opposite 
end of the building is built directly into bedrock. 
Because of the lie of the land, the building is 
higher above the bedrock at the ‘arches’ end, 
necessitating this strengthening.
The Arches Suite is adjacent to the Convict 
Lockup. The wall shared with the Convict Lockup 
is an exposed rock wall.



The Lindley Suite
Named after the second owner, who established 
the academy, this area was the grand entrance to 
the original building.
The window in the Lindley Suite was originally an 
arched, double-door entrance. The arch can be 
seen from the outside. 
The Lindley Suite holds several mystery elements. 
There are two doorways into what is now the 
ensuite, not two separate doorways, but two 
doorways built one on top of the other, one 
arched, one square, yet they don’t appear by their 
construction to have been built in different eras, 
and they are both part of the original building.
The second mystery element is the arched recess 
in the wall. We thought at first that this was some 
form of oven, but there was no chimney. There 
was also a full fireplace on the opposite side of 
the same room.
It was in this room that we found multiple layers 
of wallpaper, right down to the original hand 
painted wallpaper. A piece of these layers of 
wallpaper has been framed and hung in the foyer.
Unfortunately we had to cover the massive beams 
in this room with Firecheck.

The Alloway Banks Suite
The bedroom of this suite is part of the original 
building, while the living room is part of the 
addition completed a few years later. As the lie of 
the land steps up, so too this extension stepped 
up, which is reflected in the step-up between the 
bedroom and living area of this suite.
There is only one fireplace in this suite and while 
we felt there should be a second fireplace on the 
other side of this fireplace, we were unable to 
find any evidence that this was so. The extreme 
thickness of this internal wall is understood when 
one realises it was once an external wall.



New Norfolk’s name
The name New Norfolk has a convoluted history.

As Hobart Town entered adolescence, this area was called “The 
Hills”, probably from lack of imagination. Van Diemen’s Land, 
(VDL), was run by a Lieutenant Governor and the head office, New 
South Wales, was run by the Governor.

Norfolk Island was becoming a massive drag on the purse strings 
of NSW, so Governor Philip Gidley King oversaw the removal of 
the convicts and first settlers from 1805.

To induce the  settlers to leave for VDL, he offered them four times 
as much land as they had on Norfolk. Trouble is the first ship load, 
arriving in 1807, didn’t like “The Hills” and cleared off up north to 
a spot on the South Esk River that they called Norfolk Plains. (now 
Longford).

So that didn’t go well but, as luck would have it, the second 
shipload, in 1808, loved the place and established a settlement on 
the junction of the River Derwent and the “Thames”

Governor Macquarie, from head office, paid a visit in 1811 and 
authorised a town. Macquarie thought that “Elizabeth Town” might 
be a nice name and his wife happened to be called Elizabeth. 
He thought that “Lachlan” was a better name for the “Thames” and 
his son was called Lachlan too, (named after himself). 
He thought Macquarie had a certain ring to it so we got Macquarie 
Plains, the Macquarie River, Macquarie Harbour, and Macquarie 
Street in Hobart Town. Then he went back to head office.

The good folk from around here were well mannered and kept 
their preferred name for their town to themselves, so as not to 
offend Elizabeth.

As Macquarie left at the end of his last visit to VDL in 1821, 
the polite citizens waved a fond farewell... then shouted 
“NEW NORFOLK!”. It became official in 1825.

After much searching in Europe, we found this original 1839 map 
showing New Norfolk, still called ‘Elizabeth Town’.  We wonder if the 
printer, Dr F W Streit of Leipzig, was a friend to Governor Macquarie.



What a capital idea!
Over the hills but not too far away from 
Hobart, just 25 miles upstream, (in the 
old money), stands New Norfolk. 
By the 1830s, many citizens felt it 
should become the administrative 
centre of the prospering colony.

Had not Sir John and Lady Jane 
Franklin planned, and laid the 
foundations stone of an educational 
establishment there that could be 
destined to become Van Diemen’s 
Land’s first university? The ceremony, 
held at Turiff Lodge, the Governor’s 
country retreat built in 1815, was 
attended by (Sir) Joseph Dalton Hooker 

and crew from Captain James Clark 
Ross’s Antarctic expedition to the South 
Magnetic Pole.

Alas, as the official party partied after 
that event, the convict labourers 
returned to the site to loot the 
sovereigns that had been paced 
beneath the massive foundation stone.

Later, the Franklins were recalled to 
London and the new Governor, Eardley 
Wilmot ordered the stone to be turfed 
into the river and the foundations to 
be filled in.

The stone has never been recovered 
and the capital idea died away.



Letter to Mrs Sharland
This letter refers in its brief text to the cultural life 
of the colonial gentlefolk; a visit to Hobart Town for 
the theatre perhaps, the children attending dancing 
lessons, the visit by one of Van Diemen’s Land’s 
gentry, Mr William Archer, (1820-1874) the second 
son of Thomas Archer of the magnificent Woolmers 
Estate at Longford, (that town built on Norfolk Plains 
with its connection with the first Norfolk Islander to 
leave for VDL).

Archer studied architecture in England and he 
designed the Hutchins School in Hobart, Mona Vale 
at Ross and the magnificent East window of Christ 
Church, Longford.

Was perhaps the “...laying the first stone of the...
School...”, the ceremony mentioned on the previous 
page – the attempt to found Van Diemen’s Land’s first 
university college.

Lady Franklin had already engaged 
Dr Thomas Arnold, of Rugby School fame, 
mentioned in Tom Brown’s School Days by Thomas 
Hughes and the Flashman series by George 
MacDonald Fraser.

She always went for the best people – when 
dispelling the talk of cannibalism in Sir John’s lost 
North West Passage expedition, she employed a 
chap called Charles Dickens.



Norfolk Island... the first departures

In January 1788, Governor Arthur Phillip ordered 
Lieutenant Philip Gidley King to lead a party of 15 convicts 
and seven free men to take control of Norfolk Island and 
prepare to grow flax.

Not an easy place to live in those days.

By 1794, it was considered too remote and difficult for 
shipping and too costly to maintain.

The first group of people left in February 1805, and by 
1808 only about 200 remained, forming a small settlement 
until the remnants were removed in 1813 and the island 
was abandoned.

The convicts were absorbed into the system in 
Van Diemen’s Land and the free settlers, those shown 
on this list, came to this valley where they thrived as the 
colony grew and prospered

Many people bearing these family names are still to be 
found living in the Derwent Valley.




